KNOWING GOD’S WILL
The heart’s desire of Christians is to know God’s will and live pleasing to Him.  In pursuing this question, we must first discern what the Bible has to tell us.  In the prayer Jesus taught His disciples (Mat 6:9-13), verse 10 states “Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”  Jesus said that his mission on this earth “. . . is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to accomplish His work.” (John 4:34)  And, “For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.” Jesus’ prayer in the Garden just prior to His crucifixion was “Father, if Thou art willing, remove this cup from Me; yet not My will, but Thine be done.” (Luke 22:42)  If Jesus was submissive to the Father’s will , certainly we must be.
God’s will is about what pleases God.  The Greek word for “will” is thelema, Strong’s 2307.  With regard to God’s will, it signifies His gracious disposition toward something, what God Himself does of His own good pleasure, an expression or inclination of pleasure toward that which is liked, that which pleases and creates joy.  The corresponding Hebrew word is ratson, Strong’s 7522.  It is important not to confuse God’s sovereignty with God’s will.  God’s sovereignty is constant, but God’s will or what pleases Him may or may not occur with regard to our actions; however, even our actions will not deter the decretive will of God.  This will be explained more as we further examine this matter.
It is God’s will that we know God’s will!  He revealed His will to the Jews:  But if you bear the name “Jew” and rely upon the Law and boast in God and know His will, and approve the things that are essential, being instructed out of the Law,  . . . (Rom. 2:17-18).  And to those who are saved --   “The God of our fathers has appointed you to know His will, and to see the Righteous One, and to hear an utterance from His mouth.” (Acts 22:14)  “So then, do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” (Eph. 5:17)  “. . . we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding.” (Col. 1:9).

God’s will is understood as both decrees and precepts.  
1.  God’s Decrees

With regard to God’s decrees or His eternal plan for His creation, we must realize that everything that happens is “God’s will.”  God has ordained our days before even one of them has come to be, so in light of His decretive will, we are never really outside God’s will.  We cannot fully know God’s decretive will, because it has not been fully revealed, but He has revealed what is necessary for us to obey His laws.  (Deut. 29:29)
All creation exists because of God’s will:


Worthy art Thou, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power; for Thou didst create 
all things, and because of Thy will they existed and were created.  Rev. 4:11

Salvation is according to God’s will:


For the gospel has for this purpose been preached even to those who are dead, that though they 
are judged in the flesh as men, they may live in the spirit according to the will of God.  1 Pet. 4:6


Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for 
our sins that He might deliver us out of this present evil age, according to the will of our God and 
Father.  Gal. 1:4-5

But as many as received Him to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those 
who believe in His name, who were born not of blood nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will 
of man, but of God.  John 1:12-13.

The call into ministries is established by God’s will:


Paul, called as an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God . . .


1 Cor. 1:1; 2 Cor. 1:1; Eph. 1:1; Col 1:1;  2 Tim. 1:1

Paul’s opportunities to minister were according to God’s will.


I will return to you again if God wills.  Acts 18:21


. . . if perhaps now at last by the will of God I may succeed in coming to you.  Rom. 1:10

The church is equipped for ministry by the will of God:


For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of


Knowledge according to the same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit, and to


Another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, and to another the effecting of miracles and to another


Prophesy, and to another distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and


To another the interpretation of tongues.  But one and the same Spirit works all these things, 
distributing to each one individually just as He wills.  1 Cor. 12:8-11


God also bearing witness with them, both by signs and wonders and by various miracles and 


by gifts of the Holy Spirit according to His own will.  Heb. 2:4

2.   God’s Precepts

God’s decrees according to His will are not to be confused with God’s preceptive will—the commandments God has given to man by which he is to live.  God has laid down certain precepts by which we are to govern our lives.  We can either obey those precepts or we can disobey.  When we obey His commands, we are living within the will of God, but when we disobey we are outside God’s will. We can know his preceptive will because it has been revealed through His word; the life, death and resurrection of Jesus; and the guidance and teaching of the indwelling Holy Spirit.  
Ezra told the people of Israel to do the will of God, to repent and observe the law of Moses (Ezra 10:11).  This law was dictated by God’s own nature—His nature led Him to be concerned for the spiritual and physical well-being of His people.  Ultimately, His laws were highly personal; they were simply what God wanted His people to be and do.  Thus David confessed his delight in doing God’s will, or His law (Psa. 40:8).  

When a man does according to his own will, he does what he desires, according to his own nature.  In the sanctification process, the will of the child of God is transformed and trained and molded to be more and more consistent with God’s preceptive will.  
To know God’s will we must know God’s character and the Scriptures, which are the objective revelation of God’s will for all people.  God’s people are guided into conformity with God’s will by the work of the Holy Spirit in convicting of sin, teaching, guiding, comforting, interceding in prayer, strengthening, and empowering.  
Obedience

God’s people as the body of Christ are being conformed to His will as each one obeys Him and exercises his Spiritual gift or gifts in the building up of the church.  In this regard, spiritual gifts, vocations and ministries are given according to God’s will. (See above:  1 Cor. 12:8-11, 18).

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind


that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and


perfect.  Rom. 12:2

Obedience is required:


Therefore, since Christ has suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same purpose,


because he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, so as to live the rest of the time


in the flesh no longer for the lusts of men, but for the will of God.  1 Pet. 4:1-2

Obedience brings enlightenment and understanding:


If any man is willing to do His will, he shall know of the teaching, whether it is of God,


or whether I speak from Myself.  John 7:17

Obedience is to be from the heart:


(Be obedient to masters according to the flesh) not by way of eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as 
slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart.    Eph 6:6

Obedience is from a heart of gratitude:


In everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.  1 The. 5:18

Obedience is evidenced by godly sorrow and repentance:

I now rejoice, not that you were made sorrowful, but that you were made sorrowful to the point 
of repentance; for you were made sorrowful according to the will of God, in order that you might 
not suffer loss in anything through us.  For the sorrow that is according to the will of God 
produces a repentance without regret leading to salvation; but the sorrow of the world produces 
death.   2 Cor. 7:9-10
Obedience results in purity:


For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain from sexual immorality.  
1 Thes. 4:3

Obedience silences the foolish:


For such is the will of God that by doing right you may silence the ignorance of foolish men.  


1 Pet. 2:15
Suffering according to God’s will:


Therefore, let those also who suffer according to the will of God entrust their souls to a faithful 
Creator in doing what is right.  1 Pet. 4:19
The goal of doing God’s will:


Epaphras, who is one of your number, a bondslave of Jesus Christ, sends you his greetings, 
always laboring earnestly for you in his prayers, that you may stand perfect and fully assured in 
all the will of God.  Col. 4:12

The rewards of doing God’s will:


For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive 
what was promised.  Heb. 10:36



God will cause all things to be for your benefit.  Romans 8:28-29



God will give you wisdom.  James 1:5



God will give you eternal life.  John 6:40


God will hear your prayers.  John 9:31



God will love you.  John 14:21



God will give you peace.  John 14:27



God will . . . . . . and the list goes on and on!


Assurance of  belonging to the family of God:


For whoever does the will of God, he is My brother and sister and mother.  Mark 3:35


Assurance of  prayer access to God:

And He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for 
the saints according to the will of God.  Rom. 8:27

We know that God does not hear sinners; but if anyone is God-fearing, and does His will, He 
hears him.  John 9:31

And this is the confidence which we have before Him, that if we ask anything 


according to His will, He hears us.  1 John 5:14.


Finding refreshment in the company of other believers:


That I may come to you in joy by the will of God and find refreshing rest in your company.  
Rom. 15:32


Assurance of eternal life:


And the world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God abides 
forever.  1 John 2:17

Therefore, knowing God’s will for our lives must be kept within what He has revealed to us, to joyfully fulfill the duties that God has established for us in His Word, and to be faithful in all situations in which He has put us by His sovereign will.  We are to be diligent to know and understand everything that God has revealed to us.  We are to be sanctified for His glory, seek righteousness, and be obedient.  We are not to be anxious for tomorrow, but to seek first the kingdom of God in obedience to His commands, and be thankful in everything.

Living in God’s will requires a lot of discernment, wisdom and practical application from the Scriptures.  We will never know God’s will unless we submit to the standard of God’s Word.  Our choices must always be consistent with what would enable us to live a righteous life as a child of God and glorify Him.
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